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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 2 st June, 2005/Jyaistha 31 , 1927 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament received the ‘assent of the President on
the 15th June, 2005, and is hereby published for general information:—

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005

No. 22 oF 2005
[15¢h June, 2005 |

An Actto provide for setting out the practical regime of right to infcrmation
for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public
authorities, in order to promote transparency and accountability ir: the
working of every public authority, the constitution ofa Central Information
Commission and State Information Commissions und for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto,

WheREAs the Constitution of Indla has established democratic Republic;

AND WHEREAS democracy requires an informed citizenty and transparency of
information which are vital to its functioning and also to contain cotruption and to hold
" Governments and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed;

AND WHEREAS revelation of information in actual practice is likely to conflict with uther

public interests including efficient operations of the Governments, optimum use of limited
fiscal resources and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information;
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AND WHEREAS it is necessary to harmonise these cémﬂicting interests while preserving
the paramountcy of the democratic ideal;

Now, THEREFORE, it is expedient to pro"vide for furnishing certain information to citizens
who desire to have it. o

Bg it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows.—

CHAPTER | :
PRELIMINARY

1. () This Act may be calied the Right 10 Information Act, 2005.

2) lt’bxiénds to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and };Lrgvﬁg)ir.

(3) The provisions of sub-section (1) of section 4, sub-sections (1Y and (2) of
section 5, sections 12,13, 15,16,24,27 and 28 shall come into force atonge: nﬁ the rema.ining
provisions of this Act shall come into force on the one hundred and twentieth day of its
enactment.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) "appropriate Government” means in relation to a public authority which is
established, constituted, owned, controlled or substantially financed by funds
provided directly or indirectly— . _

(i) by the Central Government or the Union territory adminisiration, the

Central Government;

(if) by the State Government, the State Government;

(b) "Central Information Commission” means the Central Inforration Commission
constituted under sub-section (/) of section 12;

(¢) "Cenitral Public Information Officer” means the Central Public (nformatics:
Officer -designated under sub-section (I) and includes a Central Assistant Publ.
Information Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section §;

(d) "Chief Information Commissioner” and "Information Commissioner" mean
the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioner appointed under
sub-section (3) of section 12;

‘() "competent authority” means—

() the Speaker in the case of the House of the Peopie or the Legisiative

Assembfy of a State or a Union territory having such Assemibly and the

Chairman in the case of the Council of States or Legislative Council of a State;

(i) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court;

(iii) the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court,

(iv) the President or the Governor, as the case may be, in the case of othsr
suthorities established or constituted by or under the Constitution;

(v) the administrator appeinted undet article 238 of the Coristitution;

{/) “information” means any material ifi any form, in¢iuding records; dogumetis,
eimes, e«mails, opifiions, advices, press releases, cl‘rciﬁlar;, orders, logbonks, coiliracis,
teports; papers, samiples, models, data matetial held in any electonic form and
infoimatiofi rélating to any private body which car be aceissed by a public authorily
undef any othier law for the time being in force;

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the
appropriate Government of the competent authority, as the case rmay be;

_ (k) "public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self-
government established or constituted-—

(a) by or under the Constitution;
(b) by any other law made by Parliament;



Sec. 1} THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORD'NARY 3

(c) by any cther law made by State Legisiature; -

(d) by notification issued or order made by the ipproprmtc Government,
and includes any—

(i) body owned, controlled or substantially ﬁnanced

(i) non-Government organisation substantially financed,

B

directly or indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Govérmment;
() “record” includes—
(a) any document, manuscript and file;
(b) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;
(c) any reproduction of image or images embodied in such microfilm
(whether enldrged or not); and
(d) any other material produced by a computer or apy other _'de'vhce;'
(/) “right to information” means the right to information accessiblé" under this

Act which is held by or under the control of any public authority and includes the
right to—

(i) inspection of work, documents, records;

(if) taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents or records;
(iti) taking certified samples of material;

() obmininé information in the form of diskettes, floppies, tapes, video

cassettes or in any other electronic mode or through printouts where such
information is stored in a computer or in any other device;

(k) "State Information Commiission” means the State Information Commission
constituted under sub-section (7) of section 15;

(1) "State Chief Information Commissioner” and "State Information Commissioner”
mean the State Chief Information Commissioner-end the State Information Corunissioner
appointed und}mb-section (3) of section 15;

(m) "State Public Information Officer” means the State Public Information Officer
designated under sub-section (/) and includes a State Assistant Public Information
Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section §;

(n) “third party” means a person other than the citizen making a request for
information and includes a public authority.
CHAPTER I
RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

3, Subject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right to information. Riglt 1o
infioronation.

‘4. (1) Every publi¢ atthority shall— Obligntions
{6) thaifain all fis vecords duly catalogued and mdrxed inamanner r and the form 'ELS,';':',;

which fucilitates the right to information tindet this Act 41 ensuré that al) records N

that are approptiate to be cofitputetised, dhe, within a Feasonsble time afid subject io

availablhty of tesources, computerisad &nd connected through a riéhwork all over the

country on different systettis so that sccess to such records is facilitated;

(b) publish within ohe hundred and twenty day$ from the enactménit of this
Act— )

(§) the particulars of its organisation, functions and duties;
(ii) the powers and duties of its officers and employees;

(i) the procedure followed in the decision making process, inrludmg
channels of supervision and accountability;

(iv) the norms set by it for the discharge of its functions;
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(v) the rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and records, held by it or
under its control or used by its employees for discharging its functions;

(vi) a statement of the categories of documents that are held by it or under
its control;

(vii) the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or
sepresentation by, the members of the public in relation to the formulation of its
policy or implementation thereof;

(viif) a statement of the boards, councils, commiftees and other bodies
consisting of two or more persons constituted as its partor for the purpose of
its advice, and as to whether meetings of those boards, councils, committees
and other bodies are open to the public, or the mwi@w

accessible for public;

(ix) a directory of its officers and employees;

(x) the monthly remuneration received by each of its officers and
employees, including the system of compensation as provided in its reguiations;

(xi) the budget allocated to cach of its agency, indicating the particulars
of all plans, proposed expenditures and reports on disbursemenits made;

(xii) the manner of execution of subsidy programmes, including the
amounts aflocated and the details of beneficiaries of such programmes;

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or authorisations
granted by it; '

(xiv) details in respect of the information, available to or held by i,
reduced in an electronic form;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for obtaining information,
including the working hours of a library or reading room, if maintained for public
use;

(xvi) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Information
Officers;

(xvib such other information as may be prescribed,
and thereafter update these publications every year;

(c) publish all relevant facts while formulating important policies or announcing
the decisions which affect public;

(d) provide reasons for its administrative or quasi-judicial decisions tc affected
persons.

(2) It shall be a constant endeavour of every public authority to take steps in accordance
with the requirements of clause (5) of sub-section (/) to provide as much information suc
motu to the public at regular intervals through various means of communications, inchiding
internet, so that thepubliv have miniraum fesort to the Lise of this Act to obtaifl infortution.

(3) For the purposes of subssection (7), evety information shall be disseminated
widely and i such fotm and tnanner which is casily accessible to the pubifc.

{4) Al itinterials shall be disseiminated trking into consideration the cost effectiveriess,
local lunguage and the most effective method of ¢communication In thet local srea und the
information should be easily accessible, to the extent possible in electronic format with the
Central Public. Information Officer or State Publi¢ Information Officer, as the case may be,
availablé free or at such cost of the medium or the print cost price as may be proscriked.

Explanation.—For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4), “disseminated” means
making known or communicated the information to the public through notice boards,
newspapers, public announcements, media broadcasts, the internet or any other means,
including inspection of offices of any public authority.

.
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5, (1) Every public authority shall, within one hundred days of the enactment of this
Act, designate as many officers as the Central Public Information Officers or State Public
Information Officers, as the case may be, in all administrative units or offices under it as may
be necessary to provide information to persons requesting for the information under this
Act.

(2) Without préjudice to the provisions of sub-section (), every pul:;lic authority shall
designate an officer, within one hundred days of the enactment of this Act, at cach sub-
divisional level or other sub-district level as a Central Assistant Public Information Officer or
a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be, to receive the applications
for information or appeals under this Act for forwarding the same forthwith to the Central
Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer or senior officer specified
under sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, as the case may be: ]

Provided that where an application for information or appeal is given to a Central
Assistant Public Information Officer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, a period of five days shall be added in computing the period for response
specified under sub-section (/) of section 7.

(3) Every Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, shall deal with requests from persons seeking information and render reasonable
assistance to the persons seeking such information.

(#) The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, may seek the assistance of any other officer as he or she considers it necessary
{.. the proper discharge of his or her duties. o ‘

(5) Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-section (4), shall render
all assistance to the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, seeking his or her assistance and for the purposes of any contravention of
the provisions of this Act, such other officer shall be treated as a Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be. '

6. (1) A person, who desires to obtain any information under this Act, shall make a
request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official language
of the area in which the application is being made, accompanying such fee as may be
prescribed, to— :

(a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, of the concerned public authority; o

(b).the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public

Information Officer, as the case may be, :
specifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her:

Provided that where such request cannot be made in writing, the Central Public
Informution Officer of Staté Publi¢ Information Officet, as the tass may be; Stail render all
reasonable assistance to the person making the request orally to reduce the safiié i Viriting.

(2) A applicant making request for information shall not be required to give any
teason for requesting the ‘information or any other personal details except those that may be
necessary for contacting him. ’

(3) Where an application is made to a public authority requesting for an information,—

(#) which is held by another publie authority; or

(if) the subject matter of which is more closely connected with the functions of
another public authority,

the public authority, to which such application is made, shall transfer the application or such
part of it as may be appropriate to that other public authority and inform the applicant
immediately about such transfer:

Designatior of
Public
Information
Officers.

Request for
obteining
information.
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Provided that the transfer of an application pursuant to this sub-section shall be made
as soon as practicable but in no case later than five days from the date of receipt of the
application.

7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-
section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Inforrnation
Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request under section 6 shall, as expeditiously as
possible, and in any case within thirty days of the receipt of the request, either provide the
information on payment of such fee as may be prescribed or reject the tequest for any of the
reasons specified in sections 8 and 9:

Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or liberty of a persor,
the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the receipt of the request.

(2) If the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, asthe
case may be, fails to give decision on the request for information within the period specified
under sub-section (), the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, shall be deemed to have refused the request.

(3) Where a decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any further fee
representing the cost of providing the information, the Central Public Information Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall send an intimation to the person
making the request, giving—

. () the details of further fees representing the cost of providing the information
as determined by him, together with the calculations made to arrive at the amount in
accordance with fee prescribed under sub-section (1), requesting him to deposit that
fees, and the period intervening between the despatch of the said intimation and
payment of fees shall be excluded for the purpose of calculating the period of thirty
days referred to in that sub-section; .

(b) information concerning his or her right with respect to review the décision as
to the amount of fees charged or the form of access provided, including the particulars
of the appella}e authority, time limit, process and any other forms.

(4) Where access to the record or a part thereof is required to be provided under this
Act and the person to whom access is to be provided is sensorily disabled, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall provide
assistance to enable access to the information, including providing such assistance as may -
be appropriate for the inspection. .

(5) Where access to information is to be provided in the printed or in any electronic
format, the applicant shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (6), pay such fee as may
be prescribed: ‘

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (I) of section 6 and sub-
sections (1) and () of section % shall be reasonable and no Such fee shall be eharged
from the persons who are of below poverty line us may be deteriined by the appropriate
Government, :

(6) Notwithstanding anything contaitied in sub-section (8), the person making
request for the information shall be provided the information free of chatge where a public
authority fails to comply with the time limits specified in sub-section ().

(7) Before taking any decision under sub-section (7), the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall take into consideration
the representation made by a third party under section 11.

(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section (/), the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall communicate
to the person making the request,— :
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() the reasons for such rejection;

(#f) the period within which an appeal sgainstsuch rejection may be preferred;
and

(iii} the particulars of the appellute authority.

(9) An information shail ordinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought unless
it would disproportionately divert the resources of the public authority or would be detrimental
to the safety or preservation of the record in question.

8. (/) Notwithstanding nnythm;; conta.ned in this Act, there shall be no obligation to
give any citizen,—

(a) information, discldsure of which would prejudicially affect the sovereignty
and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interests of the

State, relatior: with forzign State or lead to insitement of an offence;

(b) information which has beer expressly forbidden to be published by any
court of law or tribunal or the disclosire of which may constitute contempt of court;

(c) information, the disclosure of which would cause # breach of privilege of

Parliament o the State Legislature;

(d) information including commercizl confidence, trade secrats or intellectual
property, the Jisclosure of which would harm the competitive positien of a third party,
unless the competent authority is satisfied that larger pubhc interest wan'ants the

, disclosure of such information,

(¢) information available to a person in his fiduciary relationship, unless the
competent authority is satisfied that the lar Jgt :r public interest warra mts the disclosure
of such information;

{f) information received in confi-dence ﬁ'om foreign Government;

(g) information. the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical
safety of anv person or identify the source of information or assistance given in
conﬁdcnce fixt law enforcement or sezurity purposes;

(k) information which would impede the: process of i mvesng;anc nor apprehension
or pro'wcutmn of offenders;

(i) cabinet papers including recerds of deliberations of the Council of Ministers,
Secretarics and other officers:

Prmnded that the decisions of Council ofMinisters, the reasons thereof, and the
material on the basis of which the decisions ‘were taken shall be made public after the
decision has been taken, and the matter is complete, or over:

Provided further that those matters which come under the excmptions specified
in this secticn shall not be disclosed;

{j) information which relates to"person! information the disclosure of which has
no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would vause unwarranted
invasion of the privacy of the individual unless the Central Public Infortmation Officer
or the State Publlic Information Officer or the appellate uuthority, as the case may be, ik
satisfied that the larger-public interest justifies the disclosure of such information;

Provided that the information which canmat be denled to the Partiament or a State
Legnslnture shall riot be denied to any perean.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the Official Sccrets Act, 1923 nor any of the sxeniptions
permissible in accordance with sub-sectivn (/), a public authority may allow access to
information, if publii: interest in disclosure outweighs the harm to the protected interests.

(3)- Subject to the provisions of clauses (a), (c) and (i} of sub-section (7), any
information relating to any occurrence, event of raatter which has talen place, occurred or
happened twenty years before the date on which any request is made under secton 6 qhall
be provided to ary person making a re»qw:st under that section:

Exe nption
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disc osure of
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Provided that where any question arises as &0 e date from which the said period of
twenty years has to be computed, the decision of the Central Government shail be final,
subject to the usual appeals provided for in this Act

9. Without prejudice t the provisions of sectior 8,2 Central Public Information Officer
or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may rejecta request for information
where such a request for providing access would involvs an infringement of copyri ght
subsisting in 2 person other than the State. -

10. (1)’ Where a request for access (0 information is rejected on the ground that it s in
relation to information which is exempt from disciosure, then, notwithstanding anything
contained in this Act, access may be provided to that part of the record which does not
contain any information which is exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can
reasonably be severed from any part that contains exempt information.

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (1), the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Offizer, as the case may be, shall give
a notice to the applicant, informing-— .

(a) that only pert of the record requested. after severance of the record containing
information which is exempt from disclosure, is being provided;

(b) the reaséms for the decision, including any findings on any material question
of fact, referring to the material on which those findings were based;

(¢) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;

{d) the details of the fees calculated by hims or her and the amount of fee which
the applicant is required tc deposit; and

{e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision rega-ding non-
disclosure of part of the information, the amcunt af fee charged or the forr1 of access
provided, including e particulars of the senior officer specified under sub-section )]
of section 19 or the Central Information’ Conurission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, time limit, ]oroc,‘i:s’sa and any other form of access.

11. (/) Where a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, interds to disclose any information or record, or part thereof on a
request made under this Act. which relates to or hes been supplied by a third party and has
been treated as confidentis] by that 1hiird party, the Central Public Information Qfficer or State
Public Information Officer, us the case may be, sha'l, within five days from the receipt of the
request, give a written notice to such third party of the request and of the fact that the
Central Public Informaticn Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
intends to disclose the information or record, or part thergof, and invite the thicd party to
make g submissioh irt vriting or crally, regarding whether the information should be disclosed,
and such submission of the third party shall be kept in view while taking a decision about
disclosure of Information: '

Provided that except in the case of trade ot-commeteial sectets protecied by law,
disclosure may be allowed if the public intarest it dinciosure outweighs in impotwascs ey
possible harm or injury t the intetents of such third purty.

(2) Where a notice is ierved by the Central Fubliz Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, under subsection (/) to athird party in respect of
any information or record or part thereof, the third party shall, within ten days from the date
of receipt-of such notice, be given the opportunity. to make representation against the
proposed disclosure.

(3) Notwithstanding; anything contained in section 7, the Central Public Infortnation
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall, within farty days-after

‘receipt of the request under section 6, if the third parry has been given an opportunity to
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make representation under sub-section (?), make s decision as to whether or not to disclose
the information or recorc or part thereof and give in writng the notice of his devision to the
third party.

(4) A notice given under suti-secton (3) shail include a statement that the third party
to whom the notice is given is entitled to prefier an appeal under section 19 against the
decision.

CHAPTER T
THE CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

12. (/) The Central Govermnent shall, by notificaticn in the Official Gazette, constitute
abody to be known as the Central informiation Commissian to exercise the powers conferred
on, and to perform the functions assigred to, it uader this Act.

(2) The Central Informatior Commission shall consist of —
{a)the Chief Informsion Commissioner; an:d

(b} such nuniber of Central Information Corurnissioners, not exceeding ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

(3) Tte Chief Infermation Commissioner and Information Commissioners shali be
appointed by the President on the recommendation of a committee consisting vf-—

(7) the Prime Minister, who <hall be the Chairperson of the committze;
(i) the Leader of Cpyosition in the Lok Salha; and
(iiiya Union Cabinet Minist:r to be cominal:d by the Prime Minister,

Explanction.--Fo: the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby deciared that
where the Leader of Gpposition in the House of the Peopie has not been recognised as such,
the Leader of the single 'argest group in opposition of 1he Government in the House of the
People shall be deemed 10 be the Leader of Oppusition

(4) The general superintend:nce, direction and maragement of the affairs of the Central
Information Commission shall vist in the Chief Information Commissioner who shall be
assisted by the Information Convu:asionurs and may exercise all such powers and do all such
acts and things which may be exsrcised ar done by thi: Central Informatior Commission
autonomously without beirg subjected 1o directions by any other aithority under this Act.

(5) The Chief [nformation Commissioner and [niormation Coinmissioners shall be
persons of eminence in public lifi with wide knowledge and experience in 1aw, science and
technology, social servize, manhugzement, Journalism, rnass raedia or admiiiistration and
governatice.

(6) The Chief information Commissioner or an Information Connnissioner shall siot be
a Member of Parliament or Memiber of the Legisluture or any State or Utiion territory, as the
case may be, or hold any other office ¢f profit or  connected with any political party or
carying on any busines: or pursi.icg zny profession,

(7) The headquarters of the Centrzl Information Commission shall be at Delhi and the
Central ihformation Commission ray, wth the previous approval of the Central Govemment,
estatlish affices at cther places i Imlia.

13. (1) The Chief ‘nformation Comraissioner shal. hold oftice for a term of five years
from the date on whicli he: entersupon his office and shall not be eligible for reappointment:

Provided that no Chief Informatios Commissioner shall hold office as such after he has
attained the age of sixty-five years,

Constitition
of Cenural

Information
Commission.

Term of wffice
and cenditions
of service
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«(2) Every Information Commyissioner shall hold oTice for a term of five years from
the date on which he enters upor his office or till he attains the age of sixty-five years,
whichever is earlicr, ard shall not be zligible for reappointment as such Information
Commissioaer:

Proviied that evers Informaiion Commissioner shall, on va cating his office under this
sub-section be eligible for appointment as the Chisr' Information Commissioner in the manner
specified in sub-section (1) of section 12 ‘

Provided further that where the Infarmatior Commissioner is appointed as the Chief
* Information Commissiorer, his term of office shall riot be more than five vedrs in aggregate
as the Information Commissioner and the Chief tnformation Commissioner.

(3} The Chief Infonnation Commissioner or an Infprmation Commissioner shall before
he enters upan his officc make and subscribe before the President or some other persorn
appointed by him in that behalf, an cath or affirmation according to the form set out for the
purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The Chief Information Coinmissioner v an Iriformation Commissioner may, at
any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the President, resign from his office:

Provided that the Chief Informatior Commissioner or an Information Commissioner
may be removed in the manner sp:cified under section 14,

(5) The salaries and allowanes payable to znd other terms and conditions of service
of—

{a) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that o f the Chief
Election Commissioner;

{6} an Inforration Commissioner stall be the same as that of an Election
Commissioner:

Provided that if the 1”hief Inforsmation Comm ssicne- or an Information Commissioner,
at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a pension, other than a disability or wound
pension, in 1espect of any previous service under the Government of India or under the
Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief Information
Commissionar or an Infcrmation Commissioner shall b reduced by the smount of that
pension including any potion of pension which was commuted and pension equivalent of
other forms of retirement benefits :x:luding pension equi valent of retirement gratuity:

Provided further that if the Chief informstion Commissicner or an Information
Commissioncr if, at the time of his sppointinent is, in receipt of retirement benefits in respect
of any previcus Service rendered in a Corjoration established by or under any Central Act
or Stite Act or 2 Governmient company owned or contredled by the Central Government or
the Btate Government, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief Information
Commissionct or an Informetion Commissioner shall be reduced by the amourit of pension
equivalent to the retirement benefin::

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and o-her conditions of service of the
Chief Information Commissioner and the: I+formation Commissioners shall not be varied to
their disadventage after their appoirtment,

{6) The Central Government shall provide the Chief Inforrnation Commissiorer and
the Information Commissioners with such officers and eniployees as may be necessary for
the efficient performance of their fumctions under t1is Act, and the salaries and allowances
payable to ard the terms and comlitions of servize of tue officers and other employees
appointed for the purpose of this Azt shall be such as may be prescribed.
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i4. (1) Subject to the provisions of subesection (3), the Chief Information

. Commissioner or any Information Commissioner shall ke removed from his office only by

order of the President on the pround of proved misbihaviour or incapacity after the Supreme

Court, on a referenc: marde to it by the President, has, on inguiry, reportesl tha: the Chief

Information Commissicner of any Informaticia Corvanissioner, as the case may be, ought on
such ground be remaoved. '

(2) The Presicent may suspend from office, wnd if deem necessary prohibit also from
attending the office during inquiry, the Chiel” Infrrmation Commissioner or [nformation
Commissioner in respect of whom: a referznce has been made to the Supreme Court under
sub-section (/) until the President has passed arder s on receipt of the report of the Supreme
Court on such reference.

(3) Notwithstanding; anything contained in sub-section (1), the President may by order
remove from office the Chief Information Commissioner or any Information Commissioner
if the Chief Information “ommissioner or 3 Information-Commissioner, as the cise may
be,—

(a) is adjudged an insolvent; or

(b) has Lieen convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the President,
involves moral turpitude; or

(c) engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the duties
of his office; or

(d) is, in the opirion uf the President, unfit 1o continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; cr

(e) has acquired such tinancial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially
his functions &5 the Chief information Comtrissioner or 8 Information Cornmissioner.

(4) If the Chicf informatior: Commissioner or a [nformation Comrissioner in any
way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by or vn dchalf of the
Government of India or participates in any “way in the profit thereof or in any benefit or
emolument arising thereTom otherwise than as a memter and in common viith the other
raembers of an incorporat ed company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-secticn (1), be deemed
to be guilty of misbehaviour.

CHAPTER IV
THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

15. (7) Every titate Government shall, by notilication in the Official Gazette, constitute
fabady 10 be kinown as the ......... (name-of the Siate) Infurmation Commissicn to exercise the
powers conferred on, and 10 perferm the functions assigned to, it under this Act.

{2) The State tntormation Commission shall consist of—
(6} the Suate Chief Infrmation Comrnissioner, and

(b) such nuraber of Htate Information Commissioners, not exceeding ton, as
may be deemsd necessary.

(3) The State Chaief Information Commissicner and the Svate Lnformation
Commissioners shall be appainted by the Governor on the recommendation of & comrittee
consisting of--

(i) the Chief Minister, wha shall be the Chairperson of the coramitiee;
(ii) the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly; anc!

(i) a Cabinat Minister to be nominaizd by the Chief Minister.

Removal
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Explanation. - -For the purposes of removal of doulis, it is hereby declared that where
the Leader of Oppositicn in the Legislative Assembly has -0t been recognised as such, the
Leader of the single large st group in opposition of the Jovernment in the Legistative Assembly
shall be deemed to be tie Leader of Opposition

(4) The general uperintendence, direction and ranagement of the affairs of the State
Information Commission shall vest in the State C hief Information Commissioner who shall
be assisted by the State Information Commissiousrs and may exercise ali such powers and
do all such acts and things which may be excrcised or done by the State Information
Commission autonomously without being subjected to directions by any other authority
under this Act.

(5) The State Chief Information Commissinner and the State [nformation
Commussioners shall te persons of eminence in public life with wide knowlzdge and
experience in law, scicice and techaology, social service, management, journalism, mass
media or administratior and governance. '

(6) The State Chivt Information Commissioner o1 a State Information Corninissioner
shail not be a Member »f Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or Union
ferritory, as the case muy be, or hold any other offfce of profit or connected with any political
party or carrying on any business or pursuing anv profession.

(7) The headquar:ers of the State Informaiion Commission shall be at such place in
the State as the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify and
the State Information Ccmmission may, with the previous approval of the State Government,
establish offices at othe - places in the State.

16. () The State C hief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the dae on which hv: enters upon his office and shail not be eligible for reappointment;

Provided that no Staie Chief Information Comrnissioner shall hold office as such after
he has attained the age of sixty-five vears.

(2) Every State Irformation Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the'date on which lie enters upon his office or till he attains the age of sixty-five years,
whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for resppaintment as such State Information
Commissioner: .

Provided that every State Information Comrrissioner shall, on vacating bis office
under this sub-section, be eligible for appointment as the State Chief Information
Commissioner in the niunner specified in sub-section () of section 15:

Provided further that wher: the State Informatior. Commissioner is appointed as the
State Chief Information Commissioner, his term of of ice shall not be more thin five years
in aggregate as the State information Commissioner and the State Chief Information
Commissioner.

(3) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissiotier,
shall before he enters upon his office make and subscribe before the Governor or some
other petson appointid by him i that behalf, an oatl or affirmation according to the form
set out for the purpose in the First Schedule. !

(4) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commiissioner
may, at any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the Governor, resign from his
office:

Provided that the State Chief Information Commissioner or 2 State information
Commissioner may be r:moved in th: marner specitied under section 17.

(&) The salaries ard allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of service
of—

{a) the State Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of an

Election Commissioner; £
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{b) the state Information Commissioner shall be the same as thar of the Chief
Secretary to the State Government:

Provided that if the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State_Information
Commissioner, at v+ time of his appomtment s, i it of a pension, other th na disability
or wound pensuin, m respect of any previods service under the Governmert of India or
under the Governinent of a State, his salary in respect of the service ds the State Chicf
Information Comm ssioner o a State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the
amount of that pens on including any portion of sznsion which was comrauted and pension
equivalent of other 1orms of retivement benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement
gratuity:

Provided furtier that where thz State Chief Infarmation Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appointment is, in receint of retirement
benefils inf respect ol any previous service renderad in 2 Corporation established by or under
any Central Act or Siate Act or a Governrent company owned or controlied by the Central
Gavernment or the t-tate Government, his salary in tespect of the service as th2 State Chief
Infermation Commi-sioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the
amount of pension cquivateni to the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of servic: of the State
Chief Informaticn ( ommissioner and the State Infsrmation Commissionars shall not be
varied to their disadvantage after their appoirtment.

(5) The Stat ' iovernment shall provide the State Chief Informatior: Commissioner

and the State Inforciation Commissioners with such officers and employees as may be

 necessary for the efi7 sient perforrance of thei* functicns under this Act, and the sa’aries and

allowances payahlc 10 and the tzrms and codivions of service of the officers and other
employees appointec fur the purpose of this At shail bs such as may be prescribed.

17. (1) Subject 10 the pravisions of sab-section (3), the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information Commissicner shall be removed from, his office only
by order of the Govarnor on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity after the
Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the Governor, has on inquiry, rzperted that the
State Chief Information Commissioner or a Stace Information Commissioner, as the case
may be. ought on such ground be removed.

'(2) The Govers.or may suspend from office. and if deem necessary prohibit also from
atterding the office during inquiry; the State Chief nformation Commissioner or a State
Information Commissicner in respect of whorn a refirence has been made ro the Supreme
Court under sub-sect:on (7) until the Governor has passed orders on receipt of the report of
the Supreme Court on such reference. :

(3) Notwithstarding amyrhing cortained 'n sub-sect ion'(1), the Governor may by order
remove from office the State Chief Informatios Comnissioner o & State information
Cammissioner «f a State Chief Informaticn Commissioner of a State Information
Commissioner, as the case ray bz, —

(@) is adjudged an insolvent; or

(&) has been convicted of an offencs which, in the opinion oi' th: Govemor,
Invelves morat turpitude; or

(¢) engages during his term of office in ary paid employment cutsicle the duties
of his office; or

(d) is, in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of miud or body; or

(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to uffet prejudicially
his functions ac the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner.

(4) If the State Chicf Information Commissioner or a Stats Information Commissioner
in any way, concerned or interested in any contract or sgreement made by or cn behalf of the
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Government of the Stale or participates & any way iri he profit thereof or i1 any benefit or
emoluments arising therefrom otherwise: than 25 2 member and in common with the other
members of an incorparetsd company, he shall, for the pirposes of sub-section (1), be deemed
to be guilty of mishehaviour.

CHAPTER V
POWERS ANIY FUNCTIONS OF THE [NFORMATIGS COMMISSIONS, APPEAL AND PENALTIES

18. (/) Subject to the provisions of this A, it shall be the duty of the Central
Information Coimmission or State Information Commission, as the case may he, 10 receive
and inquire into a complaint from any person,-~

(a) who has been unable to submit a reguest 10 & Central Fublic Information

Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the: tase may be, either bry reason that no

such officer has been appointed under this Act, cr because the Centrai Assistant Public

Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Officer, as the case may be,

has refused to accept his or her application for infarmation or appeal under this Act for

forwarding the swne to the Ceniral Public Invermaion Officer or State Pubilic Information

Officer or senion officer specified in sub-sect.on (i) of section 19 or the Central

Information Coramission cr the State Infermation Cornmission, as the case may be,

(b) who has been refused access to any information requested under this Act;
(c) who has not been given a respause to & request for information or access to
information witkin the time limit specified wriler this Act;
(d) who has been rzquired to pay an amzimt of fee which he or she considers
" unreasonable; ) ) .
(¢) who beiizves that he or she has been ziven incomplete, mislzading or false

information under this Act; and N
(/) in respect of any other matter jv Tating to requesting or obtaining access 10

records under th's Act.

(2) Where the Ce atral Information Comunissian or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, is satisfied that there are reas orable zrounds to inquire into the matter, it
may initiate an inquiry in respect thereof.

(3) The Ceniral Information Commissicn or State Information Comimission, as the
case may be, sheil, whle inquiring into any mazer under this section, have the same powers
as are vested in a civil court wiile trying a suit undsr the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in
respect of the following mattess, namely:—

(@) summoning and enforcing the atiendance of persons and compel them to
give oral or writzen evidenze on oath and to produce the documents or things;

(b) tequiring the discovery and inspection of documents;

(c) teceiving evidence on affidavit,

(d) requis tionirig any public record or copies thereof from any court or office;

(e) issuing sumiricns for examination of witnesses or documents: and

(/) any ofi-er matter which may be prescrided.

(4) Notwithstaruling anything inconsistent contained in anyy other Act of Pacliament or
State Legislature, as the case may be, the Cunwal Information Commission or the State
Information Comntissicn, s the case may be, may, during the inquiry of any complaint
under this Act, examine anty record to which this Act applies which is urder the control of
the public authority, axl no such record may bz withheld from it on any gri sunds.

19. (/) Any person: who, does not receive: a decision within the time specified in sub-
section (/) or clause {.7) of sub-section (3) of snction 7, or is aggrieved by a decision of the
Central Public Information Officer or State Pulslic Infarmation Officer, as the case may be,
may within thirty days frony. the expiry of such perigd or from the receipt of such a
decision prefer an appeal to such offficer who is senior in rank to the Central Public

InfqrmationyOﬂ'u:cr or State Public Informatizn Officer as the case may b, in each public

authority: R

5 of 1908,
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Provided that such officer may admit the app.al after the expiry of the period of thirty
days if he or she is setisfied that the appellant was jmzvented by sufficient cause from filing
the appeal in time.

(2) Where an appeal is preferred against an crvder made by a Central Fublic Information

- Officer or a State Putic Inforrnation Dfficer, as the czse may be, under seciion 11 1o disclose
third party information, the appeal by the cuncerned third party shall be riade within thirty
days from the daie of the order.

.

(3) A second anpeal against. the decision under sub-section (/) shul  lie within ninety
days from the daute on which the decision should have been made or was actually received,
with the Central information Commission o- the State Information Commission:

Provided thai the Central Information Commmission or the State Information
Commussion, as the case may be, may adr it the appeal atter the expiry of the period of
ninety days if it is saiisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient cause from filing
the appeal in time,

(4) If the decisign of the Central Public Inforruation Officer or State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, against which an appea! is preferred retates to information of a
third party, the Central Information Commission ¢ State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall give a reasonable cpporiunity :f being heard to that third party.

(5) In any appeal proceedings, the anus to prove that a denial of a request was justified
shall be on the Central Public Informition ()11?cer o Bitate Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, who denied the request

(6) An appeal under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) shall be disposed of within
thirty days of the reczipt of the appeal or within such extended period not exceeding a total
of forty-five days from the date of filing thereof, as the case may be, for reasons to be
recorded in writing,

(7) The decision of the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall be birding.

(8) In its decision, the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, has the power to--

(@) require the public auihority to take any such steps as may be necessary to
secure compliance with the previsions of thic Act, including-—

() by providing access to infurmation, if so requested, in a particular
form,

(fiy by appointing a Central Pubiic Information Officer or State Public
Information Cfficer, as the case may b

(/#) by pulslishing certain Informution or categories of informatioti;

(i) by making necessary cheryes to its practices in relation to the
maintenance, managément and dustrusiion of records;

(v by enhanging the prav.sion o raining on the right 3 information for
its officials;

(vi) by providing it with ar-unnual report in compliance with clause (&) of
sub-section (1) of section 4;

(b) require the public authority t» com »ensate the complainarit for any loss or
other detriment sufferexl; .

(c) impnse any of the penalties provid 1 under this Act;

(d) reject the application.
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(9 The Central Information Commission or Statz Information Commissio:., as the
case may be, shall give notice of its decision, includ:ng any right of appeal, to the complainant
and the public authority.

(10) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall decide the appeal in accordance with such procedure as may be prescribed.

v

20. (/) Where the Centra! Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complaint or appeal is of the
opinion that the Central Public Information Office - or the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, without any reasonable ca 3¢, refused to receive an application for
information or has not furnished information within the time specified under sub-section (/)
of section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly given incorrect,
incomplete or misleeding information or destroyed inforration which was the subject of the
request or obstructed in any manner in furnishing the information, it shall impose a penalty
of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till application is received or information is furnished,
s0 however, the total amount of such penalty shall not exceed twenty-five thousand rupees:

Provided that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public information
Officer, as the case may be, shall be given a reasonable opportunity of being heard before
any penalty is imposed on him: ’

Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted reasonably and diligently
shall be on the Central Public Information Officer cr the State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be. :

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission,
as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complaint or appeal is of the opinion that the
Central Public Information Officer or tfie State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be, has, without any reasonable cause and persistzntly, failed to receive an application for
information or has not furnished information withiri the time specified under sub-section (/)
of section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly giver: incorrect,
incomplete or misleading information or destroyed inforrnation which was the subject of the
request or obstructed in any manner in fumishing the information, it shall recommend for
disciplinary action against the Central Public Information Officer or the Siate Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, under the service rules applicable to him.

CHAPTER VI

~

MISCELLANEQUS

21. No sait, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lic against any person for
anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or any rule made
thereunder.

22. The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithsianding anything irconsistent
therewith contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and any other law for the time being
in force or in any instrument having effact by virtue of any law other than this Act.

23. No court shall entertain any suit, application or other proceeding in respect of any
order made under this Act and no such crder shall be callzd in question otherwise than by
way of an appeal undz: this Act.

24. (1) Nothing contzined in this Act shall applv to the inteliigence and securiry

organisations specified in the Second Schedule, being organisations established by the Central
Government or any information furnished by such organisations to that Government:

Provided that the information pertaining to the alkezations of corruption and human
rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-secrion:

_ Provided further that in the case of information sougtht for is in respect of aliegarions
of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided after the approval of the

19 of 1922,
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Central Informaticn Comraission, and notwithstanding anything contained in sction 7, such
information shall be provided within forty-five ays from the date of the recsipt of request.

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazetie, amend the
Schedule by including therein any other intelligence or security organisation established by
that Government or omitting therefrom any organisation already specified therein and on
the publication of such notification, such organisation shall be deemed to be included in or,
as the case may be, omitted from the Schedule.

(3) Every notification issued under sub-section () shall be laid before each House of
Parliament.

(4) Nothing contained in this Act shall appiy to such intelligence and security
organisation being organisations established by the State Government, as that Government
may, from tirme to time, by notification in the Official (iazette, specify:

Provided that the information pertaining t the allegations of corruption and human
rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the: case of information sought for is in respect of allegations
of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided after the approval of the
State Information Commission and, notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, such
informaticn shall be provided within forty-five days fiom the date of the receipt of request.

(5) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid before the State
Legislature.

25. (/) The Central Information Commissic n or State Information Commission, as the
casemay be, shall, as soon as practicable after the end «f each year, prepare report on the
implementation of the provisions of this Act during that year and forward a copy thereofto
the appropriate Governtnent.

(2) Each Ministry or Department shall, in r¢ lation 1o the public authoritie: within their
Jurisdiction, collect and pravide such information to the Central Information Commission
or State Information Commission, as the case may be, &s is required to prepare the report
under this section and comply with the requiremenis concerning the furnishing of that
information and keeping of records for the purpeses of this section.

(3) Each report shall state in respect of ths year to which the report relates,—-
{a) the aumber of requests made to ¢ach public authority;

(b) the number of decisions where ap plicanis were not entitled to uccess to the
documents pursuant to the requests, the provisions of this Act under which these
decisions were made and the nurnber of times such provisions were invoked;

(c) the number of appeals referred to the Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission,j as the case may be, for review, the nature of the
appeals and the outcome of the appeals;

(d) particulars of any disciplinary action taken against any officer inrespect of
the administration of this Axt;

(e) the amount of charges collected by each public authority under this Act;

(/) any facts which indicate an effort by the public authorities tc administer
and implement the spirit and intention of this Act.

(g) recommendations for reform, including recommendations in respect of the
particular public authorities, for the development, improvement, modemnisation, reform
or amendment to this Act or other legislation or common law or any other matter
relevant for operationalising the right to access information.
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(4) The Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, may, as
soon as practxcable after the end of cach year, cause a copy of the report of the Central
Information Commissicn or the State Information Commission, as the case may be, referred
1o in sub-section (/) to be laid before each House of Parliament or, as the case may be,
before each House of the State Legislature, where there are two Houses, and where there is
one House of the State Legislature before that House.

(5) If it appears to the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, that the practice of a public authority in relation to the
exercise of its functions under this Act does not conform with the provisions or spirit of this
Act, it may give to the authority a recommendation specifying the steps which ought in its
opinion o be taken for promoting such conformity.

26.(7) The appropriate Governmem may, \0 the extent of availability of financial and
other resources,—

(a) develop and organise educational programmes to advance the understanding
of the public, in particular of disadvantaged communities asto how 1o exercise the
rights contemplated under this Act;

{(b) encourage public authorities to participate in t_he' development and
organisation of programmes referred to in clause («) and to undertake such programmes
themselves; g

(¢) promotegimely and effective dissemination f.accurate information ;‘?Y public
authorities about their activitics; and

. {d) train Central Public Information Officers or State Public Information ()fﬁcers
~ - as the case may be, of public authorities and produce relevant training materials for
use by the public authorities themselves.

(2) The appropriate Government shall, within eighteen months from the commencement

~of this Act, compile in its official language a guide containing such information, in an easily

comprehensible form znd manner, as may reasonably be required by a person who wishes to
exercise any, right' specified in this Act.

(3) The appropriate Government shall, if necessary, update and publish the guidelines
referred to in sub-section (2) at regular intervals which shall, in particular and without
prejudice to the generality of sub-section (2), include —

(a) the objects of this Act;

» (b) the postal and street address, the phone and fax number and, if available,
electronic mail address of the Central Public information Officer or State Public
Information Ofﬂcer, as the case may be, of every public authority appointed under
sub-section (/) of section §;

(¢) thé manner and the form in which request for access to an information
shall be made toa Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Oﬁ‘lcer, as the case may be;

(d) the assistance available from and the duties of the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, a; the case may be, of a public authority
under this Act;

v (e) the assistance available from the Central Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case may be;

(/) all remedies in law availuble regarding ar act or failure to act in respect of a
right or duty confefred or imposed by this Act including the manner of filing an
appeal to the Commission;

(g) the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories of records
in accordance with section 4;
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(h) the notices regarding fees to be paid in relation to requests for aceess to an
- information; and s :

() any additional regulations or circulars made or issued inrelation to obtaining
access to an information in accordance with this Act. .

(4) The appropriate Government must, if necessary, update and pubﬁsh the 'giiidelineé
at regular intervals. :

27. (1) The appropriate Govemmelit may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules to carry out the provisions of this Act. '

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

{a) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be disseminated
under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(b) the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;
(c) the fee payable under sub-sections (1) and (5) of section 7;

(d) the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of service
of the officers and other employees under sub-section (6) of section 13 and sub-section
(6) of section 16; )

(e) the procedure to be adopted by the Central Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the casggnay be, in deciding the appeals under sub-section
(10) of section 19; and

(f) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

28. (1) The competent authority may, by notification in.the Official Gazette, make
rules to carry-out the provisions of this Act.

(}) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

(i) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materials to be disseminated
under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(if) "the fee payable under sub-section (/) of section 6;
(iii) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 7; and
(iv) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

- 29, (/) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as
soon as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in session, for
a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two or more
successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session immediately following the session
or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the
rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have
effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that
any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything
previously done under that rule.

(2) Every rule made under this Act by a State Government shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is notified, before the State Legislature.

39, (/) If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central
Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such provisions not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as appear o it to be necessary or expedient for
removal of the difficulty:

Power to make
rules by

appropriste
Government.

Power to make

competent
authority.

Laying of rules.

Power 10

difficulties.
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. Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of two years
from the date of the commencement of this Act.
(2) Every order made under this s¢ttion shall, as soon as maybe after it is made, be »
laid before each House of Parliament.
Repeal. 31. The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 is hereby repealed.- -
P W

5 0f 2003.
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE
[See sections 13 (3) and 16(3)] -

FORM OF OATH OR ARFIRMATION TO BE MADE BY THR CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE
InForMATION COMMISSIONER : i

R S , having been appointed Chief Information Commissioner/Information
Commissioner/State Chief Information Commissioner/State Information Commissioner
swear in the pame of God that 1 will bear true faith and allegiance to the

solemnly affirm . o _ ,
Constitution of India as by law-éstablished, that I will yphold:the sovereignty and integrity
of India, that I will duly and faithfully and to the best of my ability, knowledge and judgment
perform the duties of my office without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and that T will
uphold the Constitution and.the laws.”. ) :
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE
(Seée section 24)

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY onqA‘NmmN sﬁmnsm BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
1. Intelligence Bureau. . '
2. Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretariat.

3. Difectorate of Revenue Inteiligence. :
4. Central Economic Intelligence Bureau. NP
5. Directorste of Enforcement | ~ -
6. Nercotics Control Bupeau, .~ -
7. Aviation Research Cenitre.
8. Special Prontier Force. )
9. Border Security Force. ‘ .

10. Central Reserve Police'Fome_:

11. Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

12. Central Industrial Security Force.

13. National Security Guards.

14. Assam Rifles.

15. Special Service Bureau '

16. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar.

17. The Crime Branich-C.1.D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

18. Special Branch, Lakshadweep Police,

T. K. VISWANATHAN,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,

39940—A. R. & T—H.G.P, Chd.

PRINTED BY THE MANAGER, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, MINTO ROAD, NEW DELHI
AND PUBLISHED BY THE CONTROLLER OF PUBLICATIONS, DELHI, 2005,

MGIPMRND—1358G1(S3)—22-06-2005.
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE
[See sections 13 (3) and 16(3))

FORM OF OATH OR ARFIRMATION TO BE MADE BY THE Cies INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE STATE
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER . i

UL, severrersesasseres , having been appointed Chief Information Commissioner/Information
Commissioner/State Chief Information Commissioner/State Information Commissioner
swear in the name of God that 1 will bear true faith and allegiance to the

solemnly affirm . o
Constitution of India as by law established, that I will uphold-the sovereignty and integrity
of India, that I will duty and faithfully and to the best of my ability, knowledge and judgment
perform the duties of my office without fear or favour, affection or ill-witl and that I'will
uphold the Constitution and-the faws.”. ' \
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE
. (See section 24)
INTELLIGENCE AND SECURTTY onq.s‘msmoﬁ sérmxsum BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
1. Intelligence Bureau, ‘
2, Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretariat.
3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence. B
4, Central Economic Intelligencé; Burean, . o .
5. Directorate of Enforcement, - ’ - LD
6. Narcotics Control Burean, ' - S
7. Aviation Research Céritre,
8. Special Prontier Force.
9. Border Security Force. _
10. Central Reserve Police Force.
 11. Indo-Tibetan Border Police.
12. Central Industrial Security Force.
13. Nationa! Security Guards,
14, Assam Rifles.
15. Special Service Bureau ‘
16. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar.
17. The Crime Brarich-C.1.D.CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
18. Special Branch, Lakshadweep Police,

T. K. VISWANATHAN,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

39940—A. R. & T—H.G.P., Chd.

PRINTED BY THE MANAGER, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, MINTO ROAD, NEW DELHI
AND PUBLISHED BY THE CONTROLLER OF PUBLICATIONS, DELHI, 2008,

APMRND—1359G)(S3)—22-06-2005.
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Haryana Government
Administrative Reforms Department
Notification
The 28th October, 2005
No. 5/4/2002 — 1AR  In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) read with sub
section (2) of section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (Central Act 22 of 2003), the
Governor of Haryana hereby makes the’ following rules providing for information under the
said Act, namely:-
1. Short title and commencement.
(1) These rules may be called the Haryana Right to Information Rules, 2005.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the official
Gazette.
2. Definitions.
(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,.
(a) “Act” means the Right to Information Act, 2005 (Central Act 22 of
2005).
(b) “Commissicn” means the Haryana Information Commiission.
¢ 2g- (¢) “Form” means a form, appended 1o these ruies.
(d) “section” means the section of the Act.
) The words and expressions used in these rules, but not defined, shall
N have the same meanings as assigned to them in the Act.
N +_Application for obtaining information.
i _ (1 A person, who desires to obrain any information admissible under the
Act, shall make an application in Form A to the State Public
Information Officer/State Assistant Public Information Officer fﬁ\g

with a fee as specified in rule 5 of these rules.
——— e

sections 2(in), 6 and 27
) On the receipt of an application, made under sub-rule (1), the State
Public Information Officer/State Assistant Public Information Officer

shall give a receipt in token thereof to the applicant.



4. Deposit of fee.
) The fee shalj be deposited with the State Public Information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer either in cash against proper

receipt or by treasury challan.

sections 6
(2) The amount of fee shall be credited to the receipt head/account number
of the concerned public authority.

3 On receipt of an application, submitted under sub-rule (1) of rule 3,
the State Public Information Ofﬁcer/State Assistant Public Information
Officer shall scrutinize the application and shall assess how much fec

is required to be paid by the applicant for obtaining the informalion.
(4) The fee assessed under sub-rule (3), shall be informed to the applicant
‘ by the State Public Information Officer/State Assistant  Public

Intormation Officer in Form B within a period of seven days from the

receipt of application.

%) In case the applicant fails to debosit the requisite fee within a period of
fifteen days after the issuance of the intimation given to him under sub-
rule (4), it shall be construed that thc applicant is no longer interested in
obtaining the information, sought for, and his application shall be
deemed to have been filed.

5. Quantum of fee,

¢)) An application for obtaining any information under sub-section (1) of
section 6 shall be accompanied with M sections 6 and 7

2) For providing an information underx sub-section (1) of section 7, the fee
shall be charged from the applicant at the following rates, namely:-

(a) Rs. 10 for each page in A-4 or A-3 size paper, created, or
copied; and

b if information is to be provided on a large size of paper than that
of specified in clause (a), the actual cost price of such a paper
shall be charged. .

3) For providing an information under sub-section (5) of section 7, the fee

shall be charged from the applicant at the fbllowing rates, namely:-
(a) Rs.50 for providing information in a floppy;
) Rs.100 for providing information in diskette; and
(c) it information sought is of such a nature, which is

contained in a printed document of which a price has been




———=

“

3
tixed, then that information shall be provided afier charging the
price, lixed for that printed document. However, if only an
extract or page of such a printed document is asked for, then a
fee of Rs.10 per page shall be charged.
No fee for inspection of record shall be charged, if such an inspection is
made for one heur only. However. if inspection is made for a period of
more than one hour, then a fee of rupees ten shall be charged for every
fifteen minutes in excess of first hour. Every fraction of the period
above fifteen minutes, shall be construed as a complete period of

fifteen minutes and it shall be charged as full period of fifteen minutes.

6. Procedure to be followed in deciding appeal.

(@
(b)

(©)
(d)
(e)

Before deciding an appeal, the Commission Shall,--

section 19(10)
serve notice to the concerned persons;
entertain any evidence in support of appeal, which may be oral or in
writing form the concerned persons; '
examine on oath or by having affidavits from the persons concerned;
persue or inspect the documents or any records or copies thereof;
inquire through the authorized officer the facts of an appeal or may
require facts in detail, if it so deems appropriate, hear the State Public
Information Officer or any other senior officer who had decided the
first appeal, as the case may be; and
receive evidence on affidavits from the State Public Information
Officer or any senior officer who had decided the first appeal or from

any other person from whom the evidence may be deemed necessary.

7. Mode of serving notice.

The Commission may serve notice to the persons concerned in any of the

following modes, namely :-- section 19(10)
(a) by hand delivery{dasti) through process server; or
{b) by registered post with acknowledgement due; or
(©) by publication in the newspaper.

8. Order by the Commission.
(1) The Commission shall make order in writing and pronounce the same

in the presence of the concerned parties. section 19(10)

(2) The party concerned may, obtain the copy of the order from the

Commission.
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Form A
{See rule 3 (1)}

To
The State Public Information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer.
(Name of the office with address)
f. Full name of the applicant:
Address:
3. Particulars of information required: -
(1)  Subject matter of information*
(i) The period to which the information relates**
(iii) Description of the information required™ **
{(iv) Whether information is required by post or in person
(the actual postal charges shall be included in addition to the
fees.)
(v) Incase by post (Ordinary, Registered or Speed)
Place : Signature of the Applicant.
Date:
* Broad category of the subject to be indicated (such as Grant/Government land/ Service
matters/Licenses etc.)
l Relevant period for which information is required to be indicated.

***  Specific details of the information are required to be indicated.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Received your application dated o .- vide Diary No.

dated

(Signature)
State Public Information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer

Name of the Department/Office
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Form B

[See rule 4 (4)]

From
State Public Information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer
(Name of Department/Office)
To
Name and address of the applicant.
Sir,

Please refer to your application dated addressed to the

undersigned requesting information regarding The additional fee for

supplying this information to you isRs. .

2. You are hereby informed to pay the fee at this office either in cash or in a

Government treasury through challan and send a copy of the challan to this office within a

period of fifteen days and collect the informationon .
3. The amount of fee shall be deposited in the receipt head/account No. (to be

intimated to the applicant by the concerned department.)

Staie Public Information Officer/
State Assistant Public Information Officer.

S.C.CHOUDHARY
Financial Commissioner and Principal Secretary
to Government, Haryana,
Administrative Reforms Department.

40030—C.8 —H.G.P.. Chd.



{ Extract from Haryana Government Gazette (Extra.), dated the 25th July, 2006 ]

s

- HARYANA GOVERNMENT

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS DEPARTMENT
Notification

The 25th July, 2006

No. 5/4/2082-1AR.—1n exercise of the powers

conferred by Sub-section (1) read with Sub-section (2) of

Central Act 22 of 2005), the Governor of Haryana hereby makes the
ana Right to Information Rules, 2005. namely :—

L. These rules may be called the Hary

Section 27 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (
tollowing rules further 1o amend the Hary

ana Right to Information (Amendment) Rules. 2006

2. In the Haryana Right to Information Rules, 2005, i

n rule 4, for sub-rule (1), the following sub-rule shal} be
substituted, namc!y —

“(1) The fee shall be deposited with the State Public Information Officer/St

Officer either in cash against proper receipt or by treasury chall
Draft”.

ate Assistant Public Information
anor through Indian Postal Order or Bank

PREM PRASHANT,
Chief Secretary to Government Haryana,

Administrative Reforms Department.

44376—C.S —H.G.P., Chd.
7



GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
HEALTH & AYURVEDA DEPARTMENT
NEW CIVIL SECRETRIAT. SECTOR -17,CHANDIGARH
No.13/61/2005-3HB-1 Dated: 21-06-2007
In pursuance of the provisions of sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 5 of the Right to information
Act,2005(22 of 2005), 1, Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary to Govt. Haryana,Health & Ayush Department
designate the following officers as State Public Information Officers and State Assistant Public Information Officers for the
Ayurveda Department, Haryana.

State Publie Information Officers:-

Sr.No. Designation [ Office Address E-mail Address Tel.No. | Jurisdiction
3 4
1 2 5 6
1 Joint Director | Director dhs.ayush@hry.nic.in { 0172- Entire State
(Admn.) AyushHaryana 2570909
Near Youth 2570919
Hostel, Sector-3,
Panchkula
State Assistant Public Information Officers:-
SrNo. | Designation & Office Address E-mail Tel.No.
Jurisdiction for Address
concern district
I. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 0171-2556525
Officer,Ambala ESI Dispensary
old Hospital, Ambala
2, District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 01664-241711
Officer,Bhiwani Landry Bhawan
Civil Hospital, Bhiwani
3. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 01667-224811
Officer, Fatehbad Main Bazar Near Bara
Gurdwara,
Fatehbad
4. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, | - 0129-2280056
Officer, Faridabad Room No. 608-610, 6%
Floor Mini Secretariat,
Sector-12,
Faridabad.
5. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 0124-2253640
Officer,Gurgaon HUDA Dispensary Building
opposite 817/4, Near RTA
office, Sector-4 , Gurgaon
6. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 01662-238690
Officer, Hisar Kothi No. 501,
Krishna Nagar,Hisar
7. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Offfice, | - 01681-247772
Officer, Jind Panchayati Bhawan, Ist
Floor, West Building,
DRDAC Complex, Jind.
8. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 0184-2231212
Officer,Karnal H.No. 1220,
Dayanand Colony, Near
Mohan Gas Agency, Karnal
9. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 01744-223124
Officer, Kurukshetra Umari Road, Ayurvedic
College, Kurukshetra.
10. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, | - 01681-223785
Officer, Kaithal old Tehsil, Kaithal. J
11, District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 01282-252873
Officer, Narnaul H.No0.690, opposite Indian :
Tyre —factory Singhana
Raod, Naraul.
12. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, - 0180-2638783
Officer, Panipat Shanti Bhawan, H.No.1005, |
L. Railway Road ,Panipat. |




13. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Offce, 0172-586160
Offcer,Panchkula near Yuth Hostel, Sector-3, !
Panchkula.
14. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 01262-211314
Officer, Rohtak Bharat Colony,
Memorial Dharamshala
Trust Bharat Singh Rathi,
Rohtak
i5. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 01274-254367
Officer, Rewari Ravidas Hostel,
Circular, Rewari.
16. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 0130-233861
Officer, Sonepat H.No.330/11,
Adrash Nagar, Sonepat
17. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 01666-242333
Officer, Sirsa Old DFSC Official near
Civil Hosp. Sirsa.
18. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic 0124-2253649
Officer,Mewat Office,Rest House Road,
near Trusform Mewat, H.Q.
Nuh.
19. District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 01251-254577
Officer,Jhaijar Kosli Road, near Court
Jhajjar.
20 District Ayurvedic District Ayurvedic Office, 01732-200715
Officer, Yamuna Tejli Road, near IS],
Nagar Hosp.opposite Krishi Avam
Gramin Vikas Bank
Raghunathpuri, Yamuna
Nagar.
21. Principal, Shri Krishna | Principal, Shri Krishna 01744-220168
Govt. Ayurvedic Govt. Ayurvedic
College,Umari College,Umari
Raod,Kurukshetra Raod,Kurukshetra
2 Further, in pursuance of the provisions of sub section (1) of section 19 of the said Act, the following officer is

. designated as the First Appellate Authority for the Ayurvedic Department:-

[ Sr.No. | Designation | Office Address E-mail Adress Tel.No. Jurisdi
/ ction
1.  Director Directorate dhs.ayush@hry.nic.in | 0172- Entire
AYUSH, Ayush,Haryana, near 2570909 State
Haryana Youth Hostel, Sector-3, 0172-
Panchkula 2570919
3. This order in continuation of our previous order bearing even No., dated 6.2.2006.

URVASHI GULATI
Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary,
to Government Haryana, Health& AYUSH
Department,Chandigarh.

Dated Chandigarh, the
12.6.2007

Endst.No.13/61/2005-3HB-1
Copy to:-
1. Chief Secretary to Government Haryana,Chandigarh.

2. Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary to Government Haryana

(Administrative Reforms),Chandigarh.
DEPUTY SECRETﬁ;Y HEALTH

For Financial Commissioner & Principal Secretary
to Government Haryana,Health & AYUSH
Department, Chandigarh.

Dated: 21-06-2007

3. All Administrative Secretaries.
4. All Head of Department.
S. All concerned Officers.



GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
HEALTH & AYURVEDA DEPARTMENT
NEW CIVIL SECRETRIATE, SECTOR 17, CHANDIGARH.

/

No.3/61/2005-3HB-1 |
In pursuance of the provision of sub section (1) and (2) of the section 5 of the Right to

Information Act, 2005(22 of 2005), Financial Commissioner and Principal Secretary to Government

Dated: 21-06-2007

Haryana Health & Ayurveda Department designate for the following officers as State Public
JInformation Officer and State Assistant Public Information Officers for the Registrar Board of
: Ayurv;iic /Unani System of Medicine Haryana & Registrar Homoeopathic Council Haryana.
s
Z

State Public Information Officers:-

Sr.No. | Designation Office Address E-malt Tel. No. Jurisdiction
Address
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Registrar Registrar Board of boausm 0172- Entire
Ayurvedic /Unani System | @hry.nic.in 276754 State
of Medicine Haryana,
Near Youth Hostel,

Sector-3 Panchkula.

2 Registrar Registrar Homoeopathic cohsomn 0172- Entire
Council Haryana, Near @hry nic.in 2581933 State
Youth Hoste!, Sector-3
Panchkula.

State Assistant Public Information Officers:-

Sr.No. Designation Office Address E-mall Tel. No. Jurisdiction
Address
1 2 3 4 5 .6
1 Superintendent Registrar Board of boausm 0172- Entire
Ayurvedic /Unani @hry nic.in 276754 State

System of Medicine
Haryana, Near Youth

Hostel, Sector-3

Panchkula.
2 Superintendent/Deputy | Registrar cohsom 0172- Entire
Superintendent. Homoeopathic @hry nic.in 2581933 State
- Council Haryana,
Near Youth Hostel,

Sector-3 Panchkula.




-2-

Further in pursuance of the provision of sub section(1) of section 19 of the said Act , the
following officer(s) is/are designated as the First Appellate Authority for the office of Board of
Ayurvedic/Unani System of Medicine Haryana and office of Homoeopathic Council, Haryana.

Sr.No. Designation Office Address E-mali Address Tel. No. Jurisdiction
1 “ 2 3 4 5 6
1 Y'Director, AYUSH, | Director of AYUSH,Haryana, Near dhs.ayush 0172-2570909 State
Haryana. Youth Hostel, Sector-3 Panchkula. @hry nic.in
Dated Chandigarh, the URVASHI GULATI
12.6.2007 Financial Commissioner and Principal Secretary to Government

Haryana Health AYUSH Department, Chandigarh

Endst NoJ3/61/2005-3HB-1
Copy to:-
Chief Secretary to Government Haryana, Chandigarh.
Financial Commissioner and Principal Secretary to Government Haryana
( Administrative Reforms), Chandigarh.
All Administrative secretaries.

All Head of Department.

All concerned Officers.

L
2.

3.
4.
5

Dated: 21-06-2007

DEPUTY SEC;%TARY HEALTH

For Financial Commissioner and Principal
Secretary to Government Haryana Health
& AYUSH Department, Chandigarh
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GOVERNR HARYANA,
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

NEW SECRETARIAT, SECTOR-17, CHANDIGARH

No. 13,61, 2005-3HRB-1 DNated, g7/ 3-Foe T

In super-session of Govt., order No. 13/61/205-3HBI! dated 6.2.2006

Lo pursuance of the provisions of sub-sections (10 and (2) of section 5
he Right w Information Act, 2005 (22 of 2005}, Finandial Commissioner
& Principal Sceretary o Govi. Haryana, Health & Medical Education
runent designates - foliowing officers as State Public Information
s for he Health Beperument, Haryana.
ic Information officers

nation ollicers
{ E-mail i
Address

of the Li
Officers  as
fper section |
i5 sub ‘
Seclion 4 i

]
|
i
|

E
N P I

shealth@ !

! hry.nic.in

uance ol the provist

s of sub section {1) of section 19
d Act, the following officers (s} is / are as the First Appellate

Auchority for the B

i Department.

Sr. [ Designation | Office Address ! E-mail
No ¢ | Address
T 2 ‘ 4
Jeputy/Joing/ \‘ New Se. | dshealth@ |
; ' Harvana I hry.nic.in i
i
' Director ! Directo dis.dghs@g ;1 0172- State |
i General Health 1 Health S hry.nic.in 2584549 f
_ Services | Sector-6, Pkl ;2585189 o
3. Director, | Directorate, dhs.ayush@ 0172- | State :
! AYUSH hry.nic.in 257909 o
-+ . Director, i directorpgims | 01262- State ;
PGIMS, Rohak | @yahoo.co.in | 211307 : ‘{
f |
Navraj Sandhu
Darted, Chandigarh the, Commissioner & Secretary to
I7/Iﬂ 007 Gove. Haryana, Health Deprr.
Eadst N0 13/81/7 2005~ Dated: f']—/ﬂ’?/o';’

Copy -
)

o Gove, Huryana, Chandigarh

il Commissioner & Principal Secretary 1o Govt. Haryana,
15], Chundigarh

trative Secrearies.

5

v Becvetary Health,
r Secretary Health,

{d@@_ ,’fgau/««\

Buperintenient HealtheI
tor Commissioner & cecy. to Govt.
Haryana, Health Department
e



